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OVERVIEW

The XLVets Skillnet

monitoring training programme available to livestock

NasoMentor is disease

farmers.

Respiratory disease outbreaks can be devastating on
farms with high mortality and many of the surviving
animals suffering from poor growth rates due to the

chronic effects of the disease.

Farm income and profitability can be negatively

affected while there are also animal welfare

concerns. Rapid diagnosis of the cause of the disease
is vital in both treatment of the affected animals and
protection of unaffected animals while also help in

the design of strategies to prevent future outbreaks.

Identifying the infectious pathogens involved in a
pneumonia outbreak can allow the vet and the farmer

to instigate change in animals management that can;

e Allow for effective treatment of the sick
animals

¢ Allow for vaccine protocols to be put in place
to protect both unaffected animals in the
group and future groups of animals

e Suggest changes to on farm husbandry e.g

housing, stocking rates, mixing age groups
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ANALYSIS

5 pooled nasal swabs are analysed In the early

stage of pneumonia when symptoms include clear
nasal discharge

Laboratory analysis isolates the most common
respiratory pathogens; RSV, IBR, Pi3, BoCo, M bovis,

Histophilus Somnus, Mannheimia, Bovine

Adenovirus

FARMER BENEFIT

XLVets Skillnets NasoMentor uses science based
evidence to determine the infectious cause of the
outbreak. Once samples are analysed, the vet
engages in a one to one discussion with the farmer
to advise on how to treat the affected animals,
protect an outbreak in contact animals and most

importantly prevent future outbreaks.

Engaging in the NasoMentor programme will not
only increase the farmers knowledge of the causes
of an outbreak but also help improve their herd
health management skills.
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